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GIVING AGENTS THE
GREEN LIGHT

ABTA's guidance on sustainability will help travel agents
incorporate an eco-friendly approach into their business practices.

An increasing number of clients are looking towards sustainable holidays.

ABTA'S GUIDANCE on
sustainability aims to help
travel agents incorporate
sustainability into their
business practices.

The guidance was
developed in response to
feedback from travel agent
members for more support
on how to adopt a
sustainable approach, and in
recognition of the growing
appetite among consumers
for sustainable travel.

ABTA research finds that
almost three times as many
people now say that
sustainability is important to
them when planning their
holiday, compared to 10
years ago. But ABTA
recognises that how agents
can engage in sustainability
varies depending on the size
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of their business and
resources available. The
guidance is designed to help
agent members find a
sustainability approach that
is suitable for their business,
whatever their size.

It focuses on the four areas
of sustainability —
environment, destination
management, animal welfare
and human rights — as
identified in ABTA's “Tourism
for Good'’ report.

As part of the guidance,
ABTA recommends three
ways travel agent members
could approach
sustainability:

* Address your own
business operations —
identify actions to reduce
resource use, look after your
staff and support your
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community.

* Explore sustainability in
your supply chain - find out
how your suppliers are
addressing sustainability. For
example, do you sell any
Travelife hotels? Do you
know how aviation is
reducing its emissions? Are
you aware of products that
most tour operators won't
sell and why, such as
elephant riding or orphanage
visits?

* Engage your customers -
think about how you can
profile holidays that benefit
communities or nature in
your marketing and social
media activities to engage
your customers and
maximise your sales.

www.abta.com

www.travelbulletin.co.uk
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Virgin Voyages heads Down Under with new
homeport in Australia

VIRGIN VOYAGES has set its
sights on Australia and New
Zealand, announcing
Melbourne, Australia as the
brand’s new homeport in 2023.

Resilient Lady, the newest
Ladyship in Virgin Voyages’
four-ship fleet, will make her
way down under via a 44-night
trans-continental voyage in October 2023, offering UK
guests an opportunity to set sail the Virgin way along the
high seas from Athens to Sydney.

Resilient Lady will sail through New Zealand and Australia
from December 11, 2023 to March 27, 2024.

Reservations are now open, and sailors can save up to
30% off voyage fares. For those keen to step onboard
earlier, Resilient Lady will be sailing in August from Piraeus
(Athens), stopping off at Santorini, Rhodes, Mykonos,
Dubrovnik and Corfu.

www. VirginVoyages.com

Experience harmony on the water
with Amadeus River Cruises

AMADEUS RIVER Cruises has partnered with specialist music
and cruise operator Harmony Voyages to offer a series of
exclusive music cruises on the Rhine and Danube featuring
renowned acts such as Track Dogs, Paul Carrack and Richard
Thompson.

An example package is the eight-day Rhine cruise featuring
co-founder of Fairport Convention, Richard Thompson,
acoustic four-piece Track Dogs and folk duo Broom Bezzums.
The cruise from Basel to Amsterdam takes place on the 150-
guest Amadeus Queen and calls in Strasbourg, Speyer,
Mannheim, Rudesheim, Koblenz, Cochem and Cologne.

Prices are from £2,249 per person, based on a June 14,
2022, departure date.

www.amadeus-rivercruises.co.uk
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Jumeirah Group
opens all-villa luxury
resort in Bali

JUMEIRAH GROUP has further
expanded its international portfolio
with the debut of its first resort in
Indonesia — Jumeirah Bali.

Boasting spacious villas, the
resort offers 123 villas in one- and
two-bedroom configurations, as
well as a four-bedroom Royal
Water Palace, all featuring views
of the Indian Ocean. Each villa
features a private pool and outdoor
living area with an open pavilion
overlooking the sunset horizon or a
landscaped tropical garden.

The resort also provides guests
with exclusive access to a private
beach.

In celebration of its launch, the
hotel is offering a a special
opening offer for stays from now
until March 31, 2023, if booked
before June 30, 2022. This

includes 25% off the best available
rate, a 10% discount on food and
beverages, a complimentary
upgrade (subject to availability)
plus breakfast and resort credit (for
stays of two nights or more).

www.jumeirahbali.com

The Standard Maldives launches its ‘Go Deep Blue’ Campaign

THE STANDARD Huruvalhi Maldives has launched its ‘Go Deep Blue’ campaign to celebrate
the start of manta ray season and the Maldives’ marine season.
Guests can experience snorkelling safaris to see the Maldives’ marine life including manta

rays, turtles and sunset dolphin cruises. The campaign also includes local artists workshops
and eco-inspired activities all available from now until July 31, 2022.

Holidaymakers can take advantage of Manta Magic package to experience the magic of
manta season, in a private villa with up to 30% off best available rates, bookable for stays

until November 2022.

www.standardhotels.com
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AGENT

SANDRA MURRAY

| STARTED the week off attending Helen High Ridings'
coffee morning held in the local church. There are a lot
of churches that allow functions to be held within
them, so it is great to attend if you haven't got a large
shop. Regional sales manager Leiza Sullivan

presented a selection of inspirational North America
escorted tours and five-star, luxury Avalon river cruises
to 18 clients and | have to say, some of their prices
were unbelievably low and fantastic value. Email her at
Isullivan@cosmos.co.uk for more information. Some
of the offers will look great in your windows! Just to
give you a laugh, it was a bit embarrassing when
someone came into the church and said “Does
anyone own a car with a disabled badge? The
handbrake wasn't on and it has rolled back, luckily not
hitting anything!"Silly me.

The next social event was a great night at the
Marriott Hotel in Leeds. Lynsey Jones RSM from
Balkan had organised it and it was very well
attended — it was lovely to see so many people
again, including Ali from Star Clippers! | went on the
Star Clipper about 15 years ago and fell in love with
tall ships — they have three wonderful ships, Star
Clipper, Star Flyer and Royal Clipper. | have a
customer interested in going on the Royal Clipper
next March, and they are due to sail Southeast Asia,
the Caribbean, Central America, the Mediterranean,
Panama and Suez Canal. Other tour operators in
attendance were Gold Medal, DoSomething
Different, Just Go, Explore, If Only..., Balkan, LBA &
Teeside Airports, Eastern Airways and a few more.
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AGENTS CAN join Darija Rei€, the director of the Croatian National
Tourist Office in the UK, to receive the latest updates and learn top
selling tips during Travel Bulletin's Croatia's North & Central Dalmatian
Coast Webinar. There will be the opportunity to connect with Darija
during a live Q&A session, and win some amazing prices!

Register here

Omega Breaks boosts ‘Astro
Tours’ programme

OMEGA BREAKS has introduced a new Astro tour in Tenerife
to its programme of expert-led astronomy-themed breaks.

Offering agents something different to promote, the new
five-day ‘Astronomy and Astrophotography in Tenerife’ tour
combines night sky viewings from the Teide National Park with
the chance to visit some of the island’s other sights.

This tour is accompanied by Pete Lawrence, who has
appeared regularly on the BBC’s long-running ‘The Sky at
Night’ programme.

Pete will share his knowledge about the night sky and the art
of taking photos of the stars through informative
presentations. An afternoon solar imaging course is also
included, which will show customers the best ways to capture
images of the night sky on their cameras.

During the tour, customers will spend two nights at the
Parador de las Canadas in Teide National Park.

dit: OMega Breaks

Pete will host late night/early morning night sky viewings to ensure
customers get the maximum opportunity to see and capture the stars.

Two nights are also included in Playas de las Americas, plus
visits to the 600-metre Los Gigantes Cliffs, time in Santiago del
Teide and Toques de Garcia.

The holiday is priced at £829 per person, based on a
January 16, 2023 departure date.

www.omegabreaks.com/agents
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CLASSIC COLLECTION hit the road at the tail end of April,
visiting Manchester, Birmingham, London and Sussex. Pictured
above (left) is Rachel Wood, business development manager for

Classic Collection, with three of the evening’s guests.

* THROUGHOUT MAY, Windstar Cruises is spotlighting
its European cruises and offering agents a £50 voucher
of their choice for every 2022 European cruise booking
made. There’s no limit to the number of eligible
bookings, so the more Windstar bookings made, the
more vouchers earned. All bookings must be made
between May 1 and 31, 2022. Register bookings by
emailing megan.saunders@windstarcruises.com .

¢ AS PART of its ‘Upgrade & More’ campaign, Regent
Seven Seas Cruises is offering agents the ‘Sell Three,
Sail Free’ incentive. Kicking off on April 1, 2022, agents
can book three suites on select applicable 2022 Alaska,
Mediterranean and Northern European voyages for the
chance to apply for a free cruise for themselves and a
travel companion. Once three or more new bookings
have been made and registered at
www.rssc.com/2022sellandsail, they are eligible for a
luxury cruise themselves.

* LOUIS HOTELS is continuing its commitment to the UK
travel trade with the chance to earn free nights at its
Cyprus hotels with every booking made. Running until
October 2022, and valid for stays until October 31,
2022, agents can log all bookings of five nights or more
for participating Cyprus and Greece hotels, earning one
night for two people in return.
www.louishotelspro.com/active-incentive-programs/

AGENT TRAINING

CANADA CALLS: register for the Canada Xpo from June 21-
22, 2022. Whether agents are qualified Canada specialists or
not, the virtual interactive event will get agents’ Canadian
expertise up to scratch. Destination Canada’s travel trade
manager, Adam Hanmer, said: “We are excited to be
building on the success of the 2021 event to bring British
travel agents new Canada training in this virtual format.”
www.canadaspecialistxpo.com

BECOME A Domes Resorts expert for the chance to win a
complimentary stay. Domes Resorts has a total of seven
unique properties in Crete, Corfu and Zante in Greece, as
well as new opening in Portugal. Agents can register for the
resort brand’s first-ever agent training and engagement
platform. www.domesresortsexpert.com

_ . LOOKING AHEAD to the Brand USA Travel Week, set to

take place in Frankfurt from September 26-29, 2022, Brand
USA has opened its buyer registration. UK agents can sign
up, attend, and participate in one-to-one ‘matchmade’
appointments, networking sessions, and evening events,
establishing and strengthening relations as transatlantic
tourism continues to recover from the pandemic.
ww.thebrandusa.com
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COMPETITION

Win a three-night stay
in a four-star hotel in
Benidorm by answering
two simple questions.

For all competitions visit
https://www.travelbulletin.co.uk/
component/rsform/form/1712-
Visit-Benidorm-Competition
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Elorian Valmy- Devillers

CTO Chapter UK & Europe
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CTO UK & Europe’s new director, Florian Valmy-Deuvillers, talks about his plans for the
organisation, challenges and opportunities and his top tips for travel agents looking to

sell the Caribbean!

What are your plans for the
CTO Chapter as new director?
Keeping the Caribbean top-
of-mind for the travel trade,
media and consumers in the
UK & European markets!

After six years of
promoting the Caribbean
through hundreds of events
(including award-winning
roadshows), | am naturally
thrilled to elevate my
mission further by taking on
the role of Director of the
CTO Chapter UK & Europe.

With our strong board of
directors and freshly
appointed business
development manager, Kim
Jack Riley, our aim is to
strengthen the Caribbean
presence by growing our
membership and expanding
the reach of the CTO
Chapter’s actions by
targeting European and
emerging markets through
innovative initiatives.

We have an exciting
calendar of activities for 2022,
which includes travel trade
training across the United
Kingdom, cross-channel
consumer campaigns,
participation at the main
travel fairs and launch of new
features on our website
www.caribbean.co.uk

What have been some of the
challenges/opportunities
presented to you thus far?
With the easing of travel
restrictions around the globe
and after cancelled trips and
postponed celebrations,
travellers are ready to make
up for lost time and go big.

This means that most of
the touristic regions are doing
their utmost to maximise on
the recovery by launching
campaigns and organising
major events in the main
source markets, making it a
very competitive place for the
tourism stakeholders.

Our main opportunity is that
the Caribbean is the leading
region when it comes to travel
recovery. While international
air arrivals worldwide are still
59% behind 2019 levels, the
Caribbean region is performing
at only 19% behind, according
to ForwardKeys. The recent
insights also demonstrate that
some Caribbean destinations
are currently surpassing 2019
international bookings, which
is very encouraging for the
region.

This is due to the
resilience of the Caribbean
people and stakeholders, as
well as the continued
support from the UK and

European travel trade and
media.

What are some of your top
tips for agents looking to
sell Caribbean holidays?
The Caribbean surpasses
travellers’ expectations, and
the good news for travel
agents and anyone planning a
holiday of a lifetime is that the
region and our people are
safely waiting for them with
open arms! With sandy
beaches, lush rainforests,
colourful reefs, exciting
cuisine, world-famous music
and carnivals, we have a
plethora of options suitable for
all demographics of travellers!

Agents can have a look at
our latest Caribbean Guide
under the theme “Caribbean
Comeback”, where they will
find the most up-to-date and
relevant information:
https://caribbean.co.uk/trade
/caribbean-guides/

With so many diverse
destinations across the
region, the problem is likely
to be choosing where to go!
We now have amazing
special offers available on our
website for anyone looking
for great Caribbean deals:
https://caribbean.co.uk/speci
al-offers-2022/

What is your favourite
Caribbean food dish?

This is a rather complicated
question, but not as difficult
as if | had to choose my
favourite Caribbean rum or
destination!

Growing up in the French
Caribbean, we have delicious
appetisers that are an inherent
part of the cultural and
historical landscape called
‘accras’, equivalent to salftish
fritters. Accras are very often
accompanied with ti'punch, a
strong cocktail that can only
be made with local ‘Rhum
Agricole’.

When it comes to the main
dish, | would say Antillean
chicken marinade with fried
plantain gratin. The sauce for
the marinade is made of
local spices, herbs and
peppers and the
combination is just so
flavoursome!

For dessert | would
certainly opt for flambé
bananas, made with
caramelised bananas and
Caribbean rum served over
ice cream.

A fabulous cooking book
called Sunshine Kitchen from
Chef Vanessa Bolosier
gathers delicious creole
recipes from the Caribbean!
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Win a £20 M&S voucher in the
fravelbulletin Sudoku prize puzzle

Fill in all the squares in the grid so that each row, column and

BULLETIN

each of the 3 x 3 squares contains the digits 1-9.

Once you have completed the puzzle, simply identify the B
numbers that relate to the letters, A, B, C and D then e-mail

the solution, with your name, company name, and full postal
address plus phone and ABTA number if applicable to:

competition@travelbulletin.co.uk

Closing date for entries is Thursday, May 19. Solution and

new puzzle will appear in the next issue.

The winner for April 22 is
Georgie Perez from Woods Holidays.

April 22 Solution: A=2B=4 C=6 D=1

| am standing on a remote

Siberian hillside, looking at
the remains of a
devastating explosion that
occurred in the early part of
the twentieth century.
Where am 1?

Fill in the crossword to reveal the mystery location highlighted by the green squares.
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Across

1 European flag carrier and member of 12
Across (3)

3 One of the Great Lakes (7)

5 You can stroll down The Strip in this
famous resort city (3,5)

8  Aussie soap, Hme and ___ (4)

9 Capital of 17 Across (6)

11 Landlocked East African country (6)

12 Airline alliance (4)

15 Fred. Olsen cruise ship, sounds fit for
royalty (8)

17 Country on the Persian Gulf (7)

18  Cornish river, sounds like a golfing
term (3)

Down

1

o &= W N

10

13
14

16

Host city of the recent Invictus
Games (3,5)

Capital of Majorca (5)

Flows through the city of York (4)
Algiers international airport code (3)
Carrier with a hub at Ben Gurion
international airport (2,2)

Part of a Canadian province, sounds like
a breed of dog (8)

Countryfile celebrity farmer,
Henson (4)

Hotel brand Golden ____ (5)

Three rocky isles in the mouth of Galway

Bay (4)
London Heathrow international
airport code (3)

v4l3d :piopn MarsApy

9
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THE PROMISED LAND

Titan Travel’s Israel holiday will tick off a host of must-see
sights and adventure-focussed activities.

TITAN TRAVEL is offering its
eight-day ‘Israel - Discover
the Promised Land’ holiday
to those interested in
religious history and culture-
focussed breaks.

Guests will take a moving
walk along the Via Dolorosa,
see the Dead Sea Scrolls in
all its ancient glory and
explore inside the atmospheric
Church of the Nativity.

The holiday utilises local
guides to bring many of the
country's most important

The tour will have a chance to visit

the colourful port of Jaffa.

Christian and Jewish sights to
life. On day three, the tour
will visit Tabgha, the site of
the miracle of the
Multiplication of the Loaves
and Fishes and then
Capernaum, where the group
will see Peter’s house and the
many inscriptions left by
Christian pilgrims over the
centuries. The tour will then
arrive at Kibbutz Ein Gev
where a tour will introduce
the communal way of life.
There will also be a chance to

visit the Mount of Beatitudes
where Jesus preached the
‘Sermon on the Mount’ for
lovely views over Galilee.

Also included in the
holiday is a visit to the Dead
Sea, the resort city of Tel
Aviv, as well as the bustling
port of Jaffa, which features
wooden fishing boats and a
number of art galleries.

The holiday is priced from
£1,849 per person.

www.titantravel.co.uk

The David Kempinski
opens on Tel Aviv’s
beachfront

KEMPINSI HOTELS has announced
the opening of The David
Kempinski Tel Aviv, the brand's
80th global opening and the first
property in Israel.

Housed in a 34-story skyscraper
designed by Feigin Architects, the
250-room-and-suite property
opens to guests on the heels of the
recent announcement of Israel's
borders opening.

The hotel features a total of 250
rooms and suites, with all suites
featuring views of the
Mediterranean Sea with floor-to-
ceiling windows.

Set in the heart of Tel Aviv's
"tayelet" (the city's boardwalk),
The David Kempinski Tel Aviv is
steps away from the city's popular
outdoor sports and water
activities, including standup paddle
boarding and surfing lessons,
bicycle and running tours, and
open-air yoga sessions. With its
direct access to the beach, The
David Kempinski Tel Aviv offers a
beach pack that includes towels,
sunscreen, snacks and
refreshments.

Room rates start from $550.

www.kempinski.com/tel-aviv



Image Credit: Adobe Stock

Image Credit: Adobe Stock

MAY 13 2022 | travelbulletin.co.uk

ISRAEL

Contiki’s ‘Israel and Jordan Uncovered’ holiday offers the chance
to tour in two countries steeped in history and culture.

EXPERIENCE THE best of the Middle East on
Contikis’ ‘Israel and Jordan Uncovered’ holiday.

The tour kicks off in Amman, Jordan, where
the group will visit the Irag Al-Amir Women's
Cooperative Society, and tour the ancient city
of Jerash.

On to Petra, travellers will see main
monuments including Pharoah's Castle, the
Triumphal Arch, the Ampitheatre and the
Treasury. Here, the group will enjoy a 4x4 tour
of the desert, as well as a stay at Wadi Rum El
Zawaydeh Camp.

Day seven and eight will see the tour flying
to Jerusalem, where they will then explore the
Jewish Quarter, Arab Market, Lions Gate,
Dolorosa and the Church of Holy Sepulchre.
Guests will have the option to go beyond the
monuments and dig deeper into ancient life,

with a free day to explore. Those interested
can step back in history at the Israel Museum
to view the Dead Sea Scrolls and see what the
city might have looked like in ancient times
with the Second Temple Model. Take up the
chance to visit the ancient fortress of Masada
and float in the Dead Sea on an optional day
trip, or foodies can opt to explore a new side
to the city on a BiteMojo food tour.

Day nine includes a stay in a traditional
Kibbutz in Haifa, while day 10 will see the
group explore Tel Aviv and enjoy famous
Anton coffee and sweets with Tel Aviv local
Doris, who will invite guests into her home in
the Ajami neighborhood of Jaffa.

The holiday is priced from £1,682 per person.

www.contiki.com

Tailor-made tours to
Israel with Kirker
Holidays

KIRKER HOLIDAYS' tailor-made
itinerary to Israel includes three
nights in the 0Id City, giving time
to explore the ancient streets and
monuments, before travelling north
to 2,000 year-old Tiberias on the
Sea of Galilee, followed by
cosmopolitan Tel Aviv — where
guests can relax and enjoy a
delicious al fresco dinner
overlooking the Mediterranean.

If guests choose to stay for
more than a week, they can stay
on and visit the south of the
country. Agents can ask for a
quotation to include travel through
the Negev Desert to the clifftop
Roman ruins at Masada, and
onwards to the Red Sea.

A moving excursion from
Jerusalem would visit Bethlehem
and the Church of the Nativity,
with its ancient mosaic floors, built
on the site of Jesus’ birth.
Travellers will be able to join a
group for a half-day tour from
Jerusalem for £70 per person.

The seven-night holiday is
priced from £1,977 per person, and
includes return flights and hotel
stays.

www.kirkerholidays.com

Israel Tourism Ministry offers free guided tours

THE ISRAEL Tourism Ministry has brought its tour guides back to work
through free guided tours — financed by the ministry.

Further to the government decision to assist the tourism industry,
thousands of free tours will be offered every day of the week through the
websites of the Nature and Parks Authority and various cities.

Israel Minister of Tourism Yoel Razvozov: “After two challenging years
for the industry, we have here a great opportunity to help tour guides and,
finally, to get out from Zoom and return to sanity, to take our friends and
family at no cost and enjoy guided tours in cities and nature reserves.”

www.goisrael.com
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Jerusalem: the Old City accessible for all

AS ISRAEL continues to welcome guests after opening its borders, the
destination has enhanced the streets of Jerusalem with more accessible
ramps and pathways for wheelchairs, pushchairs, and mini-ambulances.
The project to make Via Dolorosa more accessible has taken over a
decade, and was completed for guests visiting the ancient city over

Ramadan, Easter and Passover.

“We want to make the public areas of the Old City graceful to the people
who live here and to make the city graceful for the people who visit,” said
Berger, a spokesperson for the East Jerusalem Development Company,

who undertook the project.

HOLYLAND HIGHLIGHTS

Leger Holidays escorts guests on the best of the Holyland, from the
Sea of Galilee to the Garden Tomb, on ‘Highlights of the Holyland’.

LEGER HOLIDAYS welcomes guests on a
quest through some of the most remarkable
sights of the Holy lands of Israel.

From the natural wonder of the Sea of
Galilee and the Dead Sea, to biblical locales
in Nazareth, Via Dolorosa and the Garden
Tomb, and the ancient city of Beit She’an, the
‘Highlights of the Holyland — Caesarea,
Nazareth, Galilee & Jerusalem’ tour blends
history, culture and wonder.

A choice of regional departures brings
adventurers to Tel Aviv, before visits to
Caesarea, Nazareth and the Sea of Galilee on
day two, checking in for two nights near
Tiberias.

It’s natural wonder galore on day three,
with exploration of Galilee and the Gola
Heights, taking to the ancient streets of Beit
She’an en route to Jerusalem on day four,
checking in for a four-night stay.

Day five brings a whole day in the Old City,
with views from the Mount of Olives, visits to

the Garden of Gethsemane, Stephen’s Gate,
the Wailing Wall and plenty more.

On day six, the tour kickstarts at Qumran,
where the Dead Sea scrolls were first
discovered in 1947, onto the oasis of Ein Gedi
for a cable car ride to King Herod's fortress.

The last day in Jerusalem includes entry to
the Museum of the Holocaust at Yad Vashem,
the Israel Museum (home to the Dead Sea
scrolls and a model of ancient Jerusalem), and
the chance to take in the impressive views
from Mount Zion, Jerusalem’s highest point.

Day eight draws to a close with a visit to the
ancient port of Jaffa, transferring back to Tel
Aviv for the return flight.

This eight-day tour of the Holyland starts
from £1,799 per person, including seven nights
in a hotel, seven evening meals, return flights
to Tel Aviv with one check-in suitcase, and the
services of a tour manager throughout the
adventure.
www.legerholidays.com

Middle Eastern party
capital: Tel Aviv till
the sun goes down

IN A nation of century-spanning
history, guests might not anticipate
the choice of nights out awaiting
them in the Israeli capital.

Tel Aviv is home to speakeasies,
concert venues, beach bars and night
clubs among a host of other options.

Jasper John's, a hidden
speakeasy on Dizengoff Street, is
easily missed by passers-by but
those lucky enough to find it are
treated to impressive cocktails. For a
more insightful night out, the
Whiskey Bar & Museum, housed in a
former tunnel used by The Mossad,
offers 1,000 varieties of whiskeys
from 13 countries.

For sea, city and sunset views, Tel
Aviv’s rooftop bars, including
Speakeasy Rooftop and Suramare,
are sure to be top picks. The former
has an extensive drinks list and small
plates to enjoy on the rooftop terrace,
while the latter blends botanical
decor and an open atmosphere.

Party-goers looking to dance the
night away need look no further than
Kali Alma or Radio EPGB.

www.info.goisrael.com/en/

Image Credit: Israel Government Tourist Office
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ISRAEL -

Guests can tick off the must-visit sites of Judaism, Christianity and
Islam on ‘A pilgramage to the Holy Land’ with Mercury Holidays.

---THE UNIQUE opportunity to follow the
centuries-old path of pilgrims through
Jersualem, Nazareth and the Holy Land is on
offer from Mercury Holidays’ ‘A pilgrimage to
the Holy Land’ itinerary.

After a night in Tel Aviv, guests transfer to
Galilee, home of the unique and picturesque
Bauhaus-style buildings of the UNESCO-listed
White City, travelling north to Caesarea en
route to Galilee.

A day in Galilee includes a tour of a local
kibbutz, a Sea of Galilee sailing, and a visit to
the former fishing village of Capernaum.

Onto Jerusalem, the tour calls at Nazareth,

wandering the interior of the Church of
Annunciation and the architectural ruins of
Beit She’an.

Drawing to a close with three days in
Jerusalem, guests have the chance to explore
the Dead Sea, Via Dolorosa, and the Church
of Nativity in Bethlehem.

The tour starts from £1,469 per person,
with return flights from London Heathrow,
transportation, three-star hotel
accommodation, and meals, along with ATOL
financial protection included.

www.mercuryholidays.co.uk

Spa central: relax and
unwind in Israel

ISRAEL IS welcoming a host of
new hotels and retreats allowing
guests to unwind in the natural
landscapes and classic cities,
helping carve the nation’s status
as one of the hottest new
destinations for spa breaks.

Tel Aviv has welcomed new spa
havens in recent weeks, including
the Deborah Hotel by Brown.
Walking distance from Gordon
Beach, this hotel offers a range of
indulgent spa remedies, with
impressive views of the Tel Aviv
skyline on the roof terrace only
adding to the experience.

Amidst the bustle of the city,
The Setai Tel Aviv offers respite in
the form of a restored Turkish
Hamam Spa and an infinity rooftop
pool overlooking the impressive Tel
Aviv skyline. Its exclusive menu of
classic massage treatments and
traditional Eastern experiences, set
in a historic jailhouse, ensures the
Mediterranean shoreline offers an
ideal backdrop for unwinding.

The Dead Sea is a classic
choice for natural serenity, with
the rich mud high in minerals and
floating in the sea a once-in-a-
lifetime experience.

Image Credit: The Setai Tel Aviv
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&Beyond is offering a new adventure-focussed,
sustainable holiday to Nepal.

&BEYOND HAS shared some
itineraries that explore the
lesser-known regions of
Nepal, as well as honouring
the region’s conservation
successes.

An adventurous 10-day
itinerary, ‘The Honey Hunters
of Nepal’, combines culture
and history with some of
Nepal’s most magnificent
mountain views, including
Mount Everest, the
Annapurna mountain range

and the Fishtail mountain.
Kicking off with Kathmandu,
guests can explore the city’s
intricately carved wooden
architecture, as well as
enjoying a mountain flight
toward Mt Everest, and a tour
of the temples, palaces and
monuments of the Bhaktapur.
Travelling to Pokhara,
guests will spend a few days
in a typical mountain village
of the Gurung community
while getting to know the

work of Nepal’s traditional
honey hunters, who harvest
wild honey from seemingly
inaccessible cliff faces.

The journey continues in
Chitwan National Park, home
to one-horned rhinos, tigers,
gharial crocodile and
Gangetic dolphins.

This itinerary is available
from around £4,325 per
person.

www.andbeyond.com

Chitwan National Park is home to a range of animals.

Image Credit: Adobe Stock

AMR Collection
announces opening of
St. Lucia resort

AMR COLLECTION has announced
the signing of Secrets St. Lucia
Resort & Spa as the second
branded property of the AMR
Collection portfolio on the island.

It will follow the highly
anticipated opening of Zoétry
Marigot Bay St. Lucia, which is
located forty minutes away from
the future Secrets.

Expected to open in late 2023
after extensive renovations
beginning this fall, the adults-only
Secrets St. Lucia Resort & Spa will
feature 342 rooms and suites,
along with Unlimited-Luxury
amenities including: five bars and
lounges, five restaurants, swim-
out suites, a wedding gazebo, pool
and beach service, a world-class
spa and fitness centre and more.

The hotel will remain open
under its current brand, St.James’s
Club Morgan Bay, as
an Independent Property under
the AMR Collection until further
notice.

Secrets St. Lucia Resort & Spa
will also feature the
CleanComplete certification
protocols on property.

www.amrcollection.com
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LUXURY
LINER

AmaWaterways kicks off its 2022 Danube season
in Vilshofen, Germany.

AMAWATERWAYS HAS started the 2022
Danube season with the opening of a new
dock in the German town of Vilshofen.

Noting its longstanding relationship with the
town of Vilshofen, Germany, AmaWaterways
joined with local dignitaries to celebrate the
christening of the town'’s new dock,
‘Donauwelle’ (Danube Wave).

Featuring an overhead protection and a
larger deck, capable of fitting the double-width
AmaMagna, the new dock is ideally suited to
accommodate the festive Oktoberfest
celebration put on for each of AmaWaterways’
sailings, along with other festivals including
‘Danube in Flames’ and the town’s charming
Christmas Markets, brimming with winter
magic and festive holiday traditions.

“Providing support to the local
communities we visit has been so important

to AmaWaterways since starting the company
almost 20 years ago,” said Rudi Schreiner, co-
founder and vice president of
AmaWaterways. “It was an honour for us to
celebrate the new dock with the town
dignitaries, represented by both current and
past mayors.”

AmaWaterways has developed several
different Danube itineraries all with overnight
stops in Vilshofen, including ‘Magna on the
Danube’, ‘Romantic Danube’ and ‘Melodies of
the Danube’.

In addition, Vilshofen has hosted nine
christenings of new AmaWaterways ships, the
first of which was Amalyra in 2009.

Cruise prices for ‘Melodies of the Danube’
starts from £3,161 for July 1, 2022 departures.

www.AmaWaterways.co.uk

Melia Collection
launches first hotel in
Tuscany

THE MELIA Collection will launch
its first hotel in Tuscany, Italy,
Tenuta di Artimino, this spring.

Nestled among the hills and
vineyards of Montalbano, the hotel
sits next to the Villa, built within a
17th-century Renaissance building,
and accompanied by a group of
lodges in the medieval village of
Artimino.

The estate features 102 rooms,
suites, villas and lodges, as well as
a winery, gourmet restaurants
Biagio Pignatta and La Cantina del
Redi, a swimming pool, spa and
large gardens and event spaces.

“The addition of this hotel is an
important milestone for Melid in its
growth strategy in Italy...where we
currently have hotels in Rome,
Milan and Genoa. Tenuta di
Artimino is only the first of a series
of new hotels in the pipeline...”
says Susanna Mander, global
director of brand marketing at
Melié Hotels International.

Standard rates start from £343
for stays in a Singular Extra Room,
for two adults.

www.melia.com/en/hotels/italy

Wine and dine in luxury with South Lodge

LUXURY SUSSEX hotel and spa, South Lodge, will soon become the
newest vineyard hotel in the UK as it confirms plans to plan 19,500 vines in
May as part of a collaboration with local vineyard Ridgeview.

The vineyard will span six hectares and include Chardonnay, Pinot Noir
and Pinot Meunier grape varieties, with the first grapes expected in around

two years' time. Up to 30,000 bottles of sparkling wine will be produced
from the vines, with 10,000 exclusively for South Lodge and the wider
Exclusive Collection hotels.
South Lodge is keen to amplify the guest experience after launching an
eco spa in 2019 and new tennis courts earlier this year.
www.exclusive.co.uk/south-lodge
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LUXURY -

IN THE LAP OF
LUXURY

Caribtours is offering a stay at the five-star Sugar Beach resort
in Mauritius.

THIS YEAR sees the re-opening of Sugar
Beach for the first full-year, post pandemic —
with the completion of the resort’s £10m
renovation.

This includes 69 newly refurbished rooms
and Citronella's restaurant, as well as a new
entrance lobby and new Buddha Bar set right
on the beach, serving Asian and Mediterranean
dishes and Mauritian specialties including fresh
shellfish, sushi and ceviche, alongside an
extensive modernisation programme across
the property.

Sun Kids Club at the resort is free for all
children aged between two to 11 and
provides world-class attractions including

daily programmes, facilities and amenities.
There are also special events organised every
evening at dinnertime for the children.

A wide variety of water sports are on offer
at an additional fee, including scuba diving,
water-skiing, big-game fishing and full-day
catamaran cruises.

Caribtours offers seven nights at Sugar
Beach from £2,159 per person (stay for seven,
pay for five nights) based on two sharing a
Deluxe Seaview Room on a Half Board basis,
including BA flights from London Gatwick
departing in June 2022.

www.sugarbeachresort.com

See the Big Five in
Kenya

AS THE original home of the Safari,
Tourism Kenya is promoting its 45
national parks, reserves, and
sanctuaries, as well as over 100
conservancies that provide visitors
with the experience of seeing
impressive wildlife in their natural
habitat.

The iconic plains of the Maasai
Mara are home to the original big
five, while guests will find the
unique Samburu special five
roaming the Samburu National
Reserve, made up of the reticulated
giraffe, Grevy's zebra, Somali
ostrich, Beisa oryx, and gerenuk.

For an luxury-focused safari
experience, Karisia Walking Safaris
allows travellers to approach,
study and photograph the riveting
animals they come across on foot.
Covering around 10km per day, the
walking safari traverses tall rocky
outcrops and open plains before
finishing on the banks of the
Ewaso Nyiro River where
elephants can often be spotted
cooling off. The three-night
walking safari spanning the
Tumaren conservation is made

easier with the aid of friendly
camels used to transport heavy
luggage along the way.

Prices are available upon
request.

www.karisia.com

Image Credit: Adobe Stock
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BUCKET LIST
MOMENTS

Tourism Fiji has released its top ‘Bucket List Moments’ for a
luxury-focussed getaway.

TOURISM FlJl is highlighting some of its top
luxurious experiences on offer.

Sunrise Trek with Talanoa Treks

Looking beyond the beaches, Fiji has an
incredible interior and lush mountains, perfect
for trekking. Guests can experience a private
guided sunrise trek with Talanoa Treks and
soak in the breathtaking views.

Sandboard the golden sand dunes of Sigatoka
Situated by the mouth of the Sigatoka River
are sand dunes perfect for experiencing
sandboarding, with work out programmes
also on offer.

Romantic Heli-tour over heart island
Loved-up couples can treat themselves to a
25 minute heli-tour over the Fijian islands
shaped like a heart, where many golden mid-
air proposals have been known to take place.
Tavarua, the small island that looks like a

heart from the air, is surrounded by natural
reef and world class surf, where guests have
stunning views across the Mamanuca islands.

Sundowners at Wailoaloa Beach

Only 3km from Nadi, guests can witness the
sunset at Wailoaloa Beach, or enjoy the view
from the rooftop bar at Ramada Suites for
vistas across the ocean as the sun goes
down. After dark, enjoy the beachfront bars of
Bamboo, Smugglers’ Cove and Sailors.

Feel golden at Malamala Beach Club
Whether your clients want to soak up the sun,
paddleboard or snorkel the waters off Fiji or
simply relax with Fiji’s fine foods and drinks at
the adults-only beach club, Malamala in the
Mamanuca islands is a good option. For a
private experience, guests can also hire one
of the island’s cabanas with waiter service.

www.fiji.travel

Scenic returns to
Europe’s rivers for
2023

SCENIC HAS unveiled its luxury
river cruise collection on Europe’s
rivers for 2023 — with a range of
new itineraries and experiences
available.

Guests booking before May 16,
2022 will enjoy guaranteed
savings of £1,500 per couple on all
2023 departures, and will receive
complimentary private door-to-
door chauffeur-driven transfers.
Plus, they will save an additional
10% with the Super Earlybird Offer,
available for guests paying for their
cruise in full 12 months prior to
departure.

On offer is the new, eight-day
‘Castles & Vineyards of the Rhine
& Moselle’ river cruise.

Guests can explore the castles
of Europe and discover the fairy-
tale city of Cochem on an
eight-day all-inclusive river cruise,
sailing from Basel to Frankfurt and
visiting Koblenz, Bernkastel,
Cochem, Riidesheim, Rastatt,
Breisach and Liebfrauenkirche,

located in the heart of
Switzerland’s Roman city of Trier.
Prices start from £2,695 per
person departing April 26, 2023.

www.scenic.co.uk

Image Credit: Scenic Cruises



FOODIE FUN

Intrepid’s ‘Real Food Adventures’ range is back, with a special
focus on plant-based experiences.

INTREPID TRAVEL has
relaunched its ‘Real Food
Adventures’ tour range, with
many East Asian highlights.

South Korea Real Food
Adventure (eight days from
£2,035 per person)

On this trip, travellers will
visit South Korea'’s slow food
capital in Jeonju, dive deep
into seafood in Busan and
experience the labyrinthian
Gwangang Market in Seoul,
famously featured in the
Netflix series ‘Street Food'.

On day four, travellers will
immerse themselves in
monastic life during a temple
stay in Gyeongju, which
includes a plant-based dinner
with chanting meditation and
a martial arts class.

Japan Real Food Adventure
(12 days from £3,920
per person)

To the skyscrapers of

Tokyo and the alps of
Takayama, slurp on soba and
sample some sake. On day
eight, travellers will venture
into mountainous Koya-san,
spending the nightin a
monastery and discovering
shojin ryori — a traditional
plant-based style of eating
practiced by Buddhist monks.

Vietnam Real Food
Adventure (12 days from
£1,460 per person)

Visitors will experience the

very best of Vietnamese
cuisine, from pho, banh
khoai, banh xeo, and banh
canh in pulsating markets in
Ho Chi Minh City.

On day five, after a dragon
boat cruise on the Perfume
River, travellers will enjoy a
special lunch stop for a
plant-based Buddhist meal at
a pagoda, followed by a visit
to the royal tomb of Emperor
Tu Duc.

www.intrepidtravel.com

Thailand updates
entry requirements

FROM MAY 1, 2022, international
arrivals who are fully vaccinated
will no longer be required to
undergo any tests before or on
arrival in Thailand. Visitors are still
required to register for a Thailand
Pass and upload a proof of
vaccination and insurance
(minimum $10,000 coverage).

Unvaccinated travellers

From May 1, 2022, unvaccinated
international travellers will also no
longer be required to ungergo an
arrival test in Thailand. They are still
required to register for a Thailand
Pass with a five-day hotel booking
and insurance (minimum $10,000
coverage). Once arriving in Thailand,
they must proceed to undergo the
quarantine for five days and undergo
an RT-PCR test on day five.

An exception is made for
unvaccinated travellers who are
able to upload proof of a negative
RT-PCR test within 72 hours of
travel via the Thailand Pass
system. They — like those fully
vaccinated — will be allowed entry
and are free to go anywhere in
the Kingdom.

www.tourismthailand.org
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TOURSBYLOCALS IS offering its custom-
made private tour of Bangkok — Thailand’s
biggest city.

Led by local guide Jay, this full-day
adventure will include some of the must-see
sites in the city and visitors can add as many
elements to the day as they wish. Groups can
admire the magnificence of the Grand Palace
and the temple of the Emerald Buddha. Here
travellers will take in the smell of thousands of
Lotus flowers and observe the traditional
ceremonies that take place.

Jay will then take her tour to the vibrant
Bangkok local markets and backstreets to
sample classic cuisine and witness everyday
life for many people in the city.

Go wild for Cambodia with Audley Travel
AUDLEY TRAVEL is offering a 13-day trip to see Cambodia's wildlife in all

its splendor.

On this wildlife-focussed trip, clients will learn to be an elephant keeper
with the Wildlife Alliance in Phnom Penh, see the temples of Angkor by
bike with an expert guide, stay in a safari-style tent in the remote
Cardamom Mountains and explore a local community working to preserve

Cambodia's wildlife.

The trip costs from £4,535 per person (based on two sharing) and
includes flights, transfers, accommodation and excursions.

07993 838160 / www.audleytravel.com/cambodia.

TOUR THAILAND
LIKE A LOCAL

ToursbyLocals’ ‘Bangkok Custom Made Private Tour’ will see
guests exploring gold-tinted temples and bustling night markets.

Along the way, Jay is able to provide
incredible detail of the history of the area and
how things compare in modern Thailand.

Travellers can also incorporate local boat rides
and tuk-tuk sightseeing adventures or other
attractions such as the Jim Thompson House
Museum comprising of a vast art collection.

ToursByLocals offers the eight-hour
'‘Bangkok Custom Made Private Tour' for £313
for a group of four people (prices vary on
group size). The tour includes guiding
services, private transportation. Extra costs
include personal expenses, food and
admission tickets.

www.toursbylocals.com

Singapore Tourism
highlights new
attractions

SINGAPORE IS highlighting a slate
of new cultural attractions that
visitors can look forward to, as the
country reopens its borders.

Gardens by the Bay

Gardens by the Bay will celebrate
its 10th anniversary in 2022. The
Gardens are also now a Partner
Garden of the RHS for 2022 and
members are invited to enjoy a
free virtual tour to experience and
explore the site.
www.gardensbythebay.com.sg

Mandai Wildlife Reserve

Mandai Wildlife Reserve will add
several new visitor areas over the
next couple of years, including
Rainforest Wild. This new park will
feature intriguing walking trails
that allow visitors to explore the
flora and fauna, while the new Bird
Paradise will provide a habitat for
3,500 birds, with nine huge walk-in
aviaries. www.mandai.com

Singapore Philatelic Museum
Singapore’s first-ever museum
dedicated to children up to 12
years old is set to open its doors
early next year, and will offer year-
round children’s programming and
interactive and immersive exhibits.
The museum will cover a wide
range of themes including the
heritage and culture of Singapore
and the region, as well as
contemporary issues.

www.nhb.gov.sg/spm/
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FAR EAST

FUN IN THE

FAR EAST

Explore the ‘Riches of the Mekong, Cambodia & Vietham’
with Fred. Holidays’ fully-commissionable tour.

FRED. HOLIDAYS has introduced a South East
Asia itinerary to its recently-launched Fred.
Discover programme.

The 13-night ‘Riches of the Mekong,
Cambodia & Vietnam'’ itinerary combines
two nights in both Siem Reap and Ho Chi
Minh City with a seven-night Mekong cruise
on board AmaDara and costs from
£3,289 per person.

The journey begins with a two-night stay
in Siem Reap, including a full-day tour to
Angkor Archaeological Park where travellers
will witness the magnificent temple complex
at sunrise.

From Siem Reap, guests will transfer to
their home for the next seven nights, the 124-
guest AmaDara, and embark on a journey of
discovery along the mighty Mekong from
Cambodia to Vietnam. Highlights of the cruise

include Cambodia’s former royal capital,
Oudong, and a memorable Buddhist Blessing
Ceremony at a monastery; Phnom Penh via
tuk tuk; a traditional trishaw ride around the
unspoilt town of Tan Chau with stops at silk-
making and rattan mat workshops followed
by a boat ride through the narrow channels of
the Mekong to Evergreen Island; and a day
relaxing onboard AmaDara as it crosses the
border from Cambodia to Vietnam.

Upon disembarking, travellers will transfer
to the bustling and vibrant Ho Chi Minh City
where they will spend two nights

There are two departures on October 21,
2022 and January 27, 2023 with prices from
£3,289 per person including international
return flights from London.

www.fredholidays.co.uk

See the fauna and
flora of Vietnam with
Regent Seven Seas

REGENT SEVEN Seas Cruises has
launched new shore excursion
concepts, including the Eco-
Connect tour to Bach Ma National
Park Eco-System in Hue, Vietnam.
Guests can hike through Bach
Ma National Park with a naturalist
who will point out and describe the
remarkably diverse flora and fauna.
As an introduction to the natural
wonders, travellers will first browse
the exhibits in the visitor centre,
which detail the park’s mountainous
topography. As the trail ascends,
the forest will become denser and
the air cooler. Although the ruins of
homes that the colonial French
built to escape the summer heat
are still visible, most every other
sight will be natural. Birds are
abundant, including red-headed
trogons and scarlet minivets. A

fifth of all the plant species found
in Vietnam flourish in the park, and
rare orchids may be seen. The
summit will afford panoramic
views of the mountains, Tam Giang
lagoon and Hue.

Prices start from $299 per guest.

www.RSSC.com

Singapore removes pre-departure testing

FROM NOW, all vaccinated travellers and non-fully vaccinated children
aged 12 and under arriving by land, air or sea checkpoints will no longer
be required to take a pre-departure test prior to arrival in Singapore.
With this move, fully vaccinated travellers can enter Singapore
quarantine-free, without the requirement for any tests.
While fully vaccinated travellers will be exempt from testing

requirements, all non-fully vaccinated travellers are required to take a pre-
departure test within two days before departure for Singapore, undergo a
seven-day Stay-Home Notice (SHN), and take a PCR COVID-19 test at the
end of their SHN period.

www.visitsingapore.com

Image Credit; Adobe Stock
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Hilton Singapore Orchid opens
its doors

HILTON HAS opened the Hilton Singapore
Orchard, the company’s largest hotel in
Asia Pacific.

Located at the heart of Orchard Road, the 1,080-
room property is offering an opening stay offer.
Those who book by June 30 can enjoy a special
offer that includes breakfast for two, 25% off food
and beverage at Estate and Ginger.Lily, premium
Wi-Fi, late check-out / early check-in (subject to
availability) and 1,000 additional Hilton Honors
points per night.

Room rates start from around £247 per night.
www. hifton.com

Image Credit: Hilton Hotels

Celebrate International Women's Day with Trans
Bhutan Trail

TRANS BHUTAN Trail commemorated International Women's Day in
March by launching a new Women's Adventure tour, led by female
Bhutanese guides.

Along with the chance to follow the trail, which is opening for the
first time in over 60 years in spring 2022, the tour offers insight into
Bhutan's matriarchal society, with guests meeting some of the
nation's female entrepreneurs and exploring creative industries run
by female locals.

The 11-night adventure starts from £5,120 per person, including
accommodation, meals, transfers, guides and excursions.
www.transbhutantrail.org
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